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Résumé

Les plus anciennes sources grecques concernant les Celtes.

Depuis la fin du Vle s. avant J.-C. jusqu’a la fin du IVe s. avant J.-C., les auteurs grecs fournissent la documentation écrite la
plus ancienne concernant les Celtes. Ces sources sont souvent courtes, quelquefois fragmentaires, mais sont les premiéres a
évoquer des sujets tels que les mouvements tribaux des Celtes ; les coutumes rudimentaires et les maniéres de faire, ainsi que
les activités militaires. L’article fournit un recueil complet de ces sources grecques anciennes, y compris la version dans la
langue d’origine, les traductions et les commentaires de chaque passage.

Abstract

The Greek writers of the late sixth century to the late fourth century BC provide the earliest documentary evidence concerning
the ancient Celts. These sources are often short and occasionally fragmentary, but they are the first to discuss such topics as
Celtic tribal movements, banqueting and drinking habits, and military activities. The following paper is a complete collection of
these early Greek sources, including original language texts, translations, and commentaries on each passage.
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THE EARLIEST GREEK SOURCES
ON THE CELTS

PAR

PaiLir M. FREEMAN

The Greek sources on the Celts from the end of the sixth century BC to the be-
ginnings of the Hellenistic age at the end of the fourth century provide the earliest
documented look at the world of the ancient Celts. These sources, primarily lit-
erary but inscriptional as well, begin with the carliest periplus descriptions of the
lands and people of the western Mediterranean and Atlantic coast, then move for-
ward in time with brief, fragmentary glimpses of the first encounters between the
KeAtoi and the Greek world, including descriptions of the early Celts and their
way of life.

The goal of this current study is to bring together all these early sources into
one location for reference and study. while providing the original language text,
translation, and a brief commentary on each of the classical sources mentioning the
Celts up to the end of the fourth century BC. There have been a few previous works
dealing with the Celts in Greek literature of this era. but each has its own specific
goals and consequent limitations. The twelfth volume of Cours de littérature
celtique by IYArbois de Jubainville is an excellent discussion of the most important
classical passages on the Celts, both Greek and Roman. but is not a complete
collection of the ancient texts!

Dinan’s Monumenta Historica Celtica is a fairly comprehensive work up to the
early first century BC which has the advantage of giving the Greek and lLatin
texts along with a translation and brief ('-onnnentary but omits some impm‘tant
material Whll(‘ including several dubious passages®. Another important source is
the first volume of /M-l(,.k(‘. r's fontes Historiae l\’()llgmmb Celticae, which is In a
slightly different category than the other works as he presents only the ancient texts
dealing with Celtic religion and includes no translation or commentary 3. The best
known recent work on the subject of the classical sources on the Celts is Tierney’s
monograph entitled The Celtic Fthnography of Posidonius, in which Tierney does

. D’Arbois de Jubainville 1902, Other more recent surveys of the Celts in classical
literature include Rankin 1987, 1995: Freeman 1994, 1995A and B.
Textual abbreviations used in this study: CAF = Kock 1884: CGF = Kaibel 1899: FGrH
= Jacoby 1923-1957: GGM = Miiller 1882: 1G= Inscriptiones Graecae; PCG = Kassel and
Austin, 1986: SEG = Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, 1923-.

2. Dinan 1911.

3. Zwicker 1934.
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an admirable job discussing Posidonius and his followers. but deals with the early
material only as a briel prelude to his main thesis on the Posidonian tradition.’

The people we call the Celts were known by a variety of names in the ancient
Mediterranean world. From the time of Hecatacus in the late sixth century BC
onwards, they were known as KeAtol by the Greeks. Beginning in the late fourth
century BC, they were also frequently called N'aAdTal, a term which superseded
but did not replace KeAtoi and which was not restricted to the Celtic Galatians
of Asia Minor. Strabo and others are also fond of using hybrid forms such as
KeAT-iBnpes. KeAto-Alyves., and KeAto-okUbal to desc nbv tribes of mixed Celdc
descent®.

The Romans generally called the Celts Galli, whether they were inside or
outside of Gaul, but they clearly knew these tribes were the same as the Greek
KeAtoi. However. the decision of which classical passages to include in a collection
of early references to the Celts is not as simple as scarching for those early authors
who use words such as KeAtol. NaA&rarn and Galli. Cenuine passages which
contain such key words are certainly included in this study, but several other less
obvious passages which refer to the Celts in a less direct way also belong in the
corpus. Conversely, a number of marginal references which some scholars have
previously considered appropriate have been excluded from this collection after
careful examination. A lack of concord on an acceptable corpu\‘ ol carly classical
references to the Celts is a major problem among the few previous works on the
subject, especially among the three most important seccondary sources: ’Arbois de
Jubainville, Dinan, and Tierney. This is partially because 1YArbois de Jubainville,
Dinan, and several others have an unjustifiably broad definition of “Celtic” which
includes references to Hyperboreans and dubious words such as kaocoitepog “tin’.
in Homer and Hesiod®. Tierney is rightly more cautious and conservative, but
his brief survey of pre-Posidonian material is not the primary focus of his study
and thus understandably does not mention several sources which undoubtedly
belong in the corpus. With these discrepancies and difficulties in mind, the careful
compilation of an acceptable and exhaustive canon of genuine early passages on
the Celts has been the major goal of this study.

The climination of doubtful Celtic terms and references followed by a careful
survey of all available ancient materials yields the following corpus of Celtic sources
in the literature and inscriptions of Greece to the end of the fourth century

4. Tierney 1960.

5. Strabo 1.2.27. 1.6.3. 1.2.27. ete.

6. Homeric kaooitepos as a Celtic loan-word is unlikely. Though the ultimate ety-
mology is unknown, an eastern origin is more plausible given Sanskrit kustrm tin”. and the
spre dd of bronze tec hn()l()(ry from (lw Ne dr-l,a-l to Greece and E .urope. The vavrlmn ans
(Greek "YmrepPopeor: umep. "heyond. above” + Bopéas. “North Wind’) are first mentioned
in the Hesiodic Caralogue of"onmn frag. 49 (early sixth century BC ) and later by Herodotus
(4.33) and others. lhc term [l\[)(’l[)()l('(lll simply means “one who dwells be \()n(l the North
Wind® and was used in a vague fashion for a lege ndary race to the north of Greece. Although
it is conceivable that the H\[)( rhorean legend was based on contact with Celts. there is
nothing convincingly Celtic in their 111)1[10]0;;_\ to encourage such an origin.
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BC. Problems regarding Celtic identilication and dating will be addressed in the

discussion of the individual authors:

Hecataeus of Miletus

Sources for Avienus’
Ora Maritima

Herodotus

Xenophon
Fphippus

1Gii2 1138

Plato

Axclepiades ol Tragilus
Heraclides Ponticus
Pseudo-Seylax
Fudoxus of Cnidos
Aristotle

lphorus
Theopompus
Pytheas

Ptolemy |
S()palvr

6th century BC
Jate sixth cent. BC

c. 500 BCr

5th century BC

c. 430-425 BC

4th century BC

c. 362 BC
370-360 BC
35271 BC

c. 350 BC

4th cent. BC
mid 4th cente BC
360-347 BC

c. 390-¢. 340 BC
mid “4th cent. BC
mid 4th cent. BC
mid ‘tth cent. BC
late Ath cent. BC

late ‘1th cent. BC
c. 300 BC

Periplus of Gaulish
Mediterranean coast
Periplus of
VMediterrancan and
Atlantic coast of W,
Europe

Source of Danube in
Celtic lands

Celtic mercenaries in
Greece

Celtie cook in Greek
comedy

Celtic weapons in
Athens

Celts as drunkards
Myth ol Cyparissa

Sack of Rome by
Hyperboreans

Celts settle on Adriatie
near Yeneti

Agatha: city of Celts or
Ligurians
Homosexuality. braverv.
etc. among Celts
Geography. obesity
punishment

Sack of Rome. banquet
trap. etc.

Vovage to Britain

Celts and Alexander
Celts sacrifice war

prisoners
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Hecataeus of Miletus

Hecataeus of Miletus, on the western coast of Asia Minor, was an ecarly lonian
ethnographer and mythographer who traveled widely in Asia and Egypt and recor-
ded detailed descriptions of his j()urneys7. Herodotus knew of him as a scholar
and leading citizen of Miletus, but borrowed from his work without acknowledg-
ment according to later critics®. Hecataeus wrote a Periegesis, a guide to world
geography, which described a coastal voyage around the Mediterranean and Black
Sea. Only about 300 fragments of his work remain. most brief quotations in the
Ethnica of Stephan of Byzantium (early sixth century AD). However, as in all cita-
tions of previous authors by later writers, whether Hecataeus by Stephan, Pytheas
by Strabo, or Himilco by Avienus, it is sometimes difficult to precisely separate the
original words of an author from secondary material. Three of the surviving frag-
ments from the Europa section of Hecatacus’™ Periegests deal with the towns of the
Celts and neighboring Ligurians in Mediterranean Gaul.

Stephan of Byzantium Ethnica Epitome: N&pPBwv, Maccalia, NUupag
(FGrH 1A, #1, frags. 54-56; Nenci, 1954, 45)

54. Na&pPBowv: éumdplov kal moAls KeAtikr) ... ‘Ekatatos d¢
NappBaious autous pnot.

55. Maoocalia: moéAis Ths AlyuoTikiis kata Thv KeATikny,
aTrotkos Puokadwv. ‘ExaTaios Evpcomm.

56. NUpaf: mwdAis KeAtikr). ‘ExkaTtaios EUpcotm).

54. Narbon: Trading center and Celtic city ... Hecatacus calls them
Narbaioi.

55. Massalia: A Liguriang city near Celtica, a colony of the Phocaeans.
Hecataeus in Europa.

56. Nyrax: A Celtic city. Hecataeus in Europa.

Hecataeus uses the Greek term polis for the original Narbon oppidum of Mont-
laures above the Aude River, near modern Narbonne, though the Celtic hill-fort
certainly did not compare in size or organization to a Greek city. The site shows
evidence of destruction in the late third or carly second century BC, perhaps by

7. Hecataeus flourished at the time of the 65th Olympiad (520-16 BC) according to
the Suidas lexicon of the 10th century AD. Herodotus (5.36) says that he urged his fellow
Milesians not to revolt against Persia during the uprising of the Toman Greek cities in 500
BC. He enumerated in council the numerous tribes and resources available to the Persians.
but his advice was rejected.

8. Herodotus 2.143, 5.36. See Fusebius Praeparatio Frangelica 10.3.

9. The Ligurians apparently occupied territory stretching from Spain to central Italy in
the centuries before Hecatacus (Thueydides 6.2.2: Livy 5.35.2). but inroads by Etruscans.
Celts, and Romans soon limited them to southeastern Gaul and the upper Po valley (Polybius
2.16.1). Little trace of their language remains save scant glosses and pla(r«\nanws' (e
Porcobera, B(?rigi?"lﬂ) These suggcs/t an Indo-European dialect. but one separate: from

Celtic or Italic (sce Whatmough 1933, 147-65; Schmoll 1959).
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the Gaulish Volcae Tectosages!'?. The Roman colony of Narbo Martus was founded
in the nearby plain in 118 BC. The Greek outpost of Massalia (Roman Massilia.
modern Marsetlle) was founded ¢. 600 BC by colonists from Phocaea in lonia.
The city. near the mouth of the Rhone River, was ideally located for trade between
the Mediterranean world and inland Gaul. Though Hecatacus says the colony was
founded in Ligurian territory, Justin calls the local tribal the Segobrigit, a typi-
cally Gaulish namell. Moreover, the legend of the colony’s foundation recorded
in a fragment of Aristotle’s Constitution of Wassnlm Constitution of Massalia from
Athenaeus and in Justin has a very Celtic tone!?. ‘Irade northward up the Rhéne
and westward up the Aude and down the Garonne valleys to Atlantic Gaul was a
major vehicle for classical influence in the Celtic lands!®. That the Celts were an
integral part ol Massalia at least in later classical times is attested by Varro. attested
from lsidore, who says the Massaliots were trilingual, speaking Greek, Latin, and
Gaulish'?

The location of the wéAis KeATikr) of Nyrax (Nupdkn in alternate manuseripts)
is unfortunately unknown.

Sources for Avienus’ Ora Maritima

It is ironic that one of the earliest classical references to the Celts may be
contained in a very late document, the Ora Maritima of the late fourth century AD
Roman poet Festus Rufus Avienus. The Ora Maritima is an archaising p()uplus
i.e. u coastal description, of over 700 lines primarily describing the coast from
Gades in the southwestern Iberian peninsula to Massalia in Gaul, but with frequent
digressions on other parts of western Europels, Avienus states that he drew on a
variety of vetustis paginis ‘ancient sources” (line 9), including Hecataeus of Miletus,
Scylax of Caryanda, and Herodotus {lines 42-50). as well as the descriptions of the

10. Cunliffe 1988, 45.

1. Justin Epitome 43.3. Segobrigii may mean “Strong Hill Fort Dwellers® or *Strong in
Power/Honor™ (cf. Old Irish seg- “strength, valor' : Old Irish bri. Welsh bre “hill’: Old lrlsh
brig "power. strength, virtue. Welsh bri “honor, fame™).

12. Athenaeus l)()lpnosoplustae 13.576 a-b (Rose 1886, frag. 549) Justin Epitome 43.3.
In the story. Phocaean traders arrive in Massalia just as the marriage of the local king’s
daughter. Petta (Gyptis in Justin). is about to begin. She selects her bridegroom. in this
case the surprised Greek Euxenos “Good Guest,, bV offering him a bowl of wine. Although
the theme of a bride choosing a husband is common in classical literature (e.g. Penelope
in Odyssey 21. Helen in Euripedes Iphzgoma Aulidensis 68-9) both the bride’s name and
the similarity of the story to Celtic sovereignty goddess tales is intriguing. Petta is perhaps
related to Welsh peth “thing’ Breton pez “piece. Old Irish cuit “share. portlon. and Pictish
pla( ¢ names in pett-, pit-, which secem to mean “parcel of land™ (Jackson 1954, 146- 49)
The sovereignty goddess aspect of the marriage is paralleled with deadly consequences in
the story of lh(‘ Galatian queen Camma (Plutarch De mulierum virtutibus 257-8: Polyaenus
Strategmata 8.39) as well as numerous Welsh and Irish tales (see Mac Cana 1985, 114-21:
McCone 1991, 109-10).

13. Cunliffe 1988. 24-35: Dictler 1994.

14, Isidore Etymologiae 15.1.63.
| |7 Editions include Schulten 1922, Berthelot 1934, Stichtenoth 1968, and Murphy

977
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Carthaginian Himilco (lines 114-19. 380-89. 411-16). However, the intermixture
and uncertainty of Avienus” sources as well as the permutations they may have gone
through before reaching him make the Ora Maritima an extremely problematic
source on the early Celts. One section of the poem (lines 108-119) arguably
drawing on early sources is a digression beginning at the Oestrymnides lbldlldb.
the location of which is itselt debatable:

Ast hine duobus in sacram sic insulam
Dixere prisci solibus cursus rati est.

Haec inter undas multam caespitem iacet,
Famque late gens Hiernorum colit.
Propinqua rursus insula Albionum patet.
Tartesiisque in terminos Oestrumnidum
Negociandi mos erat. Carthaginis
Etiam colonis et vulgus inter Herculis
Agitans columnas haec adhibant aequora.
Quae Himilco Poenus mensibus vix quattuor,
Ut ipse semet rem probasse retulit
LEnavigantem, posse transmitti adserit
But from here it is a tico day voyage to the Sacred Island*®,
Jor thus the ancients called it.

It lies rich in turf among the waves,

thickly populated by the Hierni.

Nearby lies the island of the Albiones.

The Tartessians'”

were accustomed to carry on trade

to the edge of the Oestrymnides!®

16. The name “Sacred Island’ prol)abh originated with a lalse etymology connecting
the oldest Greek name for Ireland. lépun. with 1 tepr] ("holy. sacred’) vijcos (1~lan(l ). In the
East Tonic dialect of the Greek cities of the Asia Minor coast and their colonies (such as
Massdlid) the similarity would be even greater, as aspirated iepry would become unaspiral( xd
iepn. A more valid (l\m()lmr\ derives (,u ek |Epvr] (Proto-Ce Ill( *Ieerju. Old Irish Eriu.
Middle Welsh he (’i([()ll) Ir()m Indo-E uropean pm- “fat, swollen™ (Pokorny 1959, 793: Koch
1991, 21). found in Greek miepa. “fat. fertile. rich? an adjective d[)l)ll(‘d often to land (e.g.
Hiad 18.541: Odyssey 19.173. ete.). If this is a genuine reference to Ireland dating 1o ¢
500 B, it pw—(lat( s llw next reliable citation (Caesar Bellum Gallicum 5.13) by over four
hundred years.

I7. "Tartessus was a town and region around the Guadalquivir River in southern Theria,
It was visited by Samnian and Phocacan Greeks as early as the seventh century BC (Hero-
dotus 1.163. 4.152).

18. The Oestrymnides may be islands off the Brittany coast near Brest or the Se illy Isles
ofl Cornwall. both’ groups being near ancient tin de p(mls But Hawkes (1975, 22-0) argues
for a more southerly location at the Isla de Ons. just ofl the northwestern coast of Spamxh
Galicia. Thiz would of course be more than two- -days sail from Ireland. but Hawkes sees the
references to Ireland and Britain in the Ora Maritima as still originating. through Iiphorus
(e. 105-330 BC). in an ecarly Massaliot source.
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The Carthaginian

colonists and people around the Pillars

of Hercules ' frequented these waters.

Fowr months scarcely is enough for the rovage,

as Himilco the Carthaginian asserted and proved
by sailing there and back himself.

There are several arguments for assigning an carly date to at least some of
Avienus” sources. First. the poem progresses castward along the coast from Gades
in Iberia and ends with glowing praise for Massalia in Gaul. This terminus suggests
that an carly periplus source for the Ora Maritima was Massaliot. Massalia. as
mentioned pr«*vi()usl'\_a was founded by settlers from Phocaca e. 600 BC. and in
subscquent decades established its own colonies in Spain and traded at least as
ar as Gades on the southwestern Atlantie coast of the Iberian peninsula. beyvond
ar I )
the Pillars of Hercules,  Carthaginian expansion largely blocked this Atlantic
trade by 500 BC, thus the Massaliot periplus with its desceriptions of the Atlantic
- i ~ . - 2 & Y . .
littoral should pre-date the Carthaginian blockade?Y. Second. Avienus mentions
and apparently draws on the lost work ol Himilco. a Carthaginian navigator who.
according to Pliny. explored north of the Pillars ol Hereules in the late sixth/carly

. o M PR . . > v . v
fifth centuries BC, when the power of Carthage was at its Iu‘.lght*l . Finally., Albiones
(112). a name Avienus uses for the inhabitants of Britain, was superseded by forms
based on TTpeTTav-/Bpettav-. perhaps as early as Pytheas™ late fourth century
BC voyage. Pliny. later echoed by Bede. says Albion was the original name for
Britain?2. There arc. however. difliculties with thesce arguments. OQur knowledge of
Himilco's voyage is limited to Pliny’s brief reference and the material embedded
in the Ora Maritima. Moreover. Pliny does not inspire great confidence when in
the same passage he claims that another Carthaginian, Hanno. sailed from Gades
around Africa to Arabia. and that =ailors from India were shipwrecked near the
Suebi in Germany.  Further. it is possible that the term Albtonum in the Ora
Maritima is a not genuine reference to Britain [rom an early Massaliot source. but
an archaizing and poetic usage by Avienus?s,

No single argument for dating some of the Ora Maritima’s sources to the sixth
century BC or carlier is in itsell strongly persuasive. However. when the evidence is
taken ax a whole. it is reasonable 1o see the Ora Maritima. despite its considerable
difficulties. as probably containing carly information on the Celts,

19. The modern headlands of Gibraltar in Spain and Jebel Musa in Moroceo.

20. Hawkes 19750 17-19: Hind 1972,

21. Pliny Naturalis Historia 2.169. See Hyde 1947, 121-24.

22, Pliny Naturalis Historia 1.102: Bede L1 Albion corresponds to Old Welsh efbid.
Middle Welsh elfvd (koch 1991, 21). See also Rivet and Smith 1979, 2-17-18. 280-82.

23."The Spanish tribe of Atbiones (Pliny Naturalis Historia 4.1 11) could have conceiv-
ably confused Avienus. but his positioning the Albiones on an island near Treland, as in
earlier Greek authors (e.g. Preudo-Aristotle De Mundo 3) makes this unlikely.
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Herodotus

Herodotus was born in Halicarnassus on the western coast of Asia Minor in the
early fifth century and died before 420 BC. The purpose of his History is to give
the background of the Persian War, but he digresses extensively on the peoples of
the Mediterranean and Asia. He does not claim extensive knowledge of western
Europe, but in two similar passages he does mention the Celts as living near the
source of the Ister (the Greek name for the Danube) and outside the Pillars of
Hercules.

2.33

péel yap ek Aipuns 6 Nethos kal péonv tduvewv APunv- kai
ws £y oupPaAlopal TOOL EUPAVEST TX U] YIVWOKOUEVX
TeKUAIPOUEVOS, TG loTpaw €k TV 1owv HETPLV OSpuaTal.
"loTpos Te y&p moTauds apfdauevos ek KeAtdv kai TTuprvng
TdA0g péer péonv oxiCcov v EUpcommu. ot 8¢ KeAToi eiol €€
‘HpakAécov otnAécov, Spoupéouat 8¢ Kuvnoiola, of éoxaTol Tpog
Buocuéwv oikéouot TGV Ev T EUpddT kaToiknuévewov. TeAeuTd
B¢ 6 "loTpos &5 BGAacoav pécov T Tou Evgeivou mévTou dix
méaons Evpcomns. ) "lotpinv ot MiAnciwv oikéouot &iroiwkor.

For the Nile flows out of Libya, cutting through the middle of that
country. And as I reason, calculating unknown things from known, it
begins at the same distance as the Ister. For the Ister, beginning in
the land of the Celts and the city of Pyr(:ne24 flows through the middle
of Europe. The Celts live beyond the Pillars of Hercules and border
on the CynesiiQF’, who are the westernmost inhabitants of Europe. The
Ister then flows through all of Europe and empties into the Euxine Sea

at Istria, which Milesian colonists inhabit.

4.49
péel yap On dia maons Tis Evpcdomns © “loTpos, apEduevos €k
KeAtédv, ol éoxaTol Tpds nAiou ducuéwv peta Kdvnras oikéouot
TGV év T Evpdomy pécov 8¢ dia maons Tis Eupcotns és T
TAQYa Tis 2kubBikijs EoBAaAAEL

24. Pyrence (TTupnvn) is mentioned by Herodotus and Avienus (Ora Maritima 559, 565)
as a town, but by Aristotle as a mountain range (Meteorologica 1.13, below).

25. The Cynesii (both Kuvnaiot and Kdvntat in Herodotus) are mentioned only in
Herodotus and Avienus (Ora Maritima 201, 566). Strabo (Geography 3.1.4) and Pliny
(Naturalis Historia4.116) do mention an arca named Cuneus in western Spain. but they
say it is named from a nearby wedge-shaped promontory (Lat. cuneus. “wedge™ ). Appian
(Hispaniea 57}, however. does refer to a Cunei (r(.;rv,ek Kouvéol) tribe of southwestern Spain.
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For the Ister flows through all of Furope, rising among the Celts who
are the westernmost mhdlnlant- of Furope, except ior the Cynetes.
Flowing through all of Europe. it reaches its end along the l)()ld(—.ra of

Scythia.

Elsewhere in his Iistory, Herodotus expresses great skepticism about the
geograPh\ of western and northern E umpvz6 but in these two passages. he seems
fairly certain about the source of the Danube and location of the Celts. His
confidence in his sources is, however, partially mlspla( «d?”. Although the Danube
flows over 2800 km through the middle of Europe. it is less than ha]l the length of
the Nile. Moreover, the source of the Danube is not near the Pyrences. but in the
Black Forest of southwestern Germany more than 800 km deyze«s However, he is
correct that the Celts inhabited the region around the headwaters of the Danube
in the fifth century BC, as al(hdeol()ﬂy confirms??. At the same time. they also
had settled in western Spain, ‘beyond the Pillars of Hercules™0. The Danube was
visited by the Greeks from at least the seventh century BC when Milesian colonists
from lonia founded the colony of Istria near its estuary. Even carlier (c. 700 BC).
Hesiod mentioned the "lotpov kaAAipeeBpov *beautiful-flowing Ister’ as one of

26. In 3.115 he admits:

mepl Bt TAOV év Ti Evpwdomn TV mpods éomépnv €oxaTiécov €xeo UEV
OUK &TPEKEWS AEYEIy: oUTE yap £ycye evdékoual 'Hpidavdv kaiéecban
Tpds PapBdpwv Totauov ekdBoVTa £5 Balacoav Tiv TPos PBopEnv
&vepov, aTETEY TO TAekTpov PpotTa&v Adyos toTi, oUTe vijoous oida
Kaooitepidag éovoas, £k TV O KAOOITEPOS TIHIV POITE. TOUTO HEV Yyap
6 'Hpdavodg atitd kaTyopéel TO oUvopa ws €o0Tt ‘EAANvikov kai ov
BapPBapov, UTd ToinTéw 3¢ Twos Troinbév: ToUto 8¢ oudevds auTdTEw
yevouévou dUvapat akoUoal, TOUTO HEAETOV, dkws BdAacca éoTi Ta
emékeva EUpcdomms. €€ toxdatns & v O KaooiTePOs MUV POITE Kal TO
NAekTPOV.

I cannot speak with exactness concerning the westernmost regions of FEurope. 1
personally don’t believe there is a river called Eridanus [1()\\mg into a Northern
Sea. from which it is said our amber comes. Nor do | know of the Cassiterides.
from which tin is brought. Indeed the very name Eridanus is Greek, created by
some poet. and is not I(m ign. Neither can I confirm that a sea lw\ond Furope
even exists. All we know lm certain is that our tin and amber come from very
distant regions.

27. It is possible that he is drawing on a lost section of Hecataeus™ Periegesis. but this
is not certain. Given that Greeks had (\ldl)ll\h('(l colonies it western Europe almost two
centuries before Herodotus (e.g.. Massalia. ¢. 600 BC) and had carried on trade with the
inhabitants of Spdm and Gaul even carlier. th< e could have been numerous reports about
western Europe in circulation in the Greek world in the late fifth century BC.

©28. Some have argued that Herodotus is not relerring to a town near the Pyrenees at all.
but a similarly named l()( ale in the Black Forest (Pearson 1934, 336-37). Such ¢ onjecture is
hypothetical, but Ammianus Marcellinus (28.2.3) does mention a mons Piri. probably near
Heidelberg. See also Jullian 1905, )

29, See Frey 1991,

30. Gamito 1991: Lenerz-de Wilde 1995.
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the children of Tethys and Oceanil. ln lhv early fifth century. Pindar has the Ister
rising in the land of the Hyperboreans?2, while Aristotle (mid-fourth century BC)
((h()v Herodotus in having the Danube rise in the area of Pyrene. The error was

corrected in Roman times ”

Xenophon

Xenophon (e. 428-c. 354 BC) was an Athenian aristocrat and student of
Socrates who spent much of his life fighting as a mercenary from Persia to the
Peloponnesus. In his Hellenica. a history of events in Greece from 411 to 362
BC written soon after 362 BC, Xenophon tells how Celtic mercenaries were sent
to Greece by Dionysius, tyrant of Syracuse in Sicily. to aid the Spartans against

the Thebans and their allu <3t

In describing these mercenaries, he pl()\-l(l(x the
first incontestable description of Celtic people as opposed to Celtic regions or
settlements?”. It is appropriate that this deseription deals with Celtic success in
battle. as martial prowess would be the distinguishing characteristic of the Celts in
the classical mind for centuries to come.

Hellenica 7.1.20

“Aua Te O MeTMpaypévwv ToUTwy kKaTtamAel Aakedaipoviors
1 mapa Awovuciou Borbaia, Tpimjpeis TALov 1j gikoowv: fyov B¢
KeATtous te kal "IBnpas kal immréas cos TevTriikovTA.

At the same time these things had been accomplished, an auxiliary
force from Dionysius sailed to the Spartans consisting of more than
twenty tricemes. This armada carried Celts. Iberians. and about filty
horsemen.

Hellenica 7.1.31
ot & &AAol pevUyovTes EMTITTOV, TTOAAOL HEV UTTO ITITTECOV, TTOAAOL
B¢ Ut TV KeAtdov.

And the rest were slain as they fled. many by the cavalry and many also
by the Celts.

31, Hesiod Theogony 339.

32. Pindar ()Iwnpmn 3. 1L 8.46: Aristotle Meteorologica 1.13. below.

33. Strabo (mogmpln Z1.1: Prolemy Geography 58 3. 8.7.2.

34 Dionysius is not remembered kindly by history. Dante places the tyrant in Hell.
|)()|||ng ina pm)l of blood (Inferno 12.107).

Twenty years before the expedition to the Spartans. the same Gauls who had burned

Rmm' |u~l months before approached Dionysius seeking friendly relations (Justin Fpitome
20.5.1). The tyrant formed an alliance and immediate l\ began using Gauls as mercenaries
in his wars in peninsular Ttaly. Thus some of the Celts who aided the Spartans in 369/68
BC may have been aging veterans of the sack of Rome in 390 BC.
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After the defeat ol Athens in the Peloponnesian War in 04 BC, Sparta gained
hegemony over the Greek cities, But beginning in 379 BCL a n-vivv(l_"l‘holws
rose to check Sparta’s power. Xenophons first passage opens in 369 BC as the
Thebans and their allies have raided the northern Peloponnesus and are fighting
near Corinth. The Celts and other troops from Dionysius arrived in time (o aid the
Spartans. but remained only long enough to (Ii:‘f('mn"flgv the Thebans and attack
the nearby town of Sicyon hefore returning to Si('il_\_r"“’. The next vear a second
expeditiunar_\ foree from Dionysius arvived which alzo included a number of Celts.
They suceesslully attacked Sparta’s enemies in Arcadia. but were ambushed on the
road to Sparta by Messimians and Arcadians as they prepared to return to Sieily.
With the help of Spartan forces. they defeated their foes without any casualties to
their own troops.

The subject of Celtic mercenaries in the Mediterrancan world which begins
with Xenophon continues in many later classical authors. They were so valued as
soldiers that less than a century later. ‘none of the eastern kings would wage war

3T

without Gaulish mercenaries™

Ephippus

Ephippus (early-mid fourth century BC) was a writer of comedy whose work
survives only in quotations in the Deipnosophistae of Athenacus (fl. 200 AD). Three
of these fragmentary quotations are from a comedy entitled ()'w:x-‘onvs. based on
the three-headed and sometimes three-hodied monster Geryon slain by Hercules
in the far west during his tenth labor?®. The context ol Athenacus™ passage is a
prolonged discussion on fish by the guests at an claborate dinner party.

Athenacus I)()ipnnsnp/li.s'l(u) 8.31461-17¢
(CAF 2. 252-3. frag. 5: PCG 5. 134-35. frag. 5)

Tdxa 8t kal UHels, &udpes PlAOL, EkOVTES TTAPEAITIETE €Og tEPSV
Twa ix0uv Tov Trap’ 'E@imme T kwuwdiomold, dv enot Téd
Mpudvy okeudleobatl év TG Opwvinw dpduaTt didx ToUTwv
Aéycov:

TOUTw & OTMoOTAV vagdTal Xwpas

ixBuv TV’ Elcos’ oux nuéplov,

TS mepikAvoTOoU & aAlas KpriTng

peileo pey€Bel, AoTrds ¢0T aUTR

BuvaTr) TOUTOUS XCWPEV EKaTOV.

Kal TTEPLOIKOUS Elval TAUTT

2wdoUs, Aukious, MuydowichTas,

36. Diodorus Siculus (15.69-70) says the total number of Dionysius® foree was two
thousand and that they had reccived pay for five months of service.

37 Justin Epitome 25.2.

38. See Hesiod Theogony 287: Aeschylus Agamemnon 870: Apollodorus Bibliotheca

2.5.10.
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Kpavaous, TTagious. TouTtous & UAnv
KOTTEW, OTTSOTAV Baciheus gy

TOV péyav ixbuv: kat mpoocayovTasg,
ka B’ Soov TdAecos EoTnkev Spos,
ToUs &' UTrokaigw. Aipvny &' émdyewv
UBaTtog peoTnv eig THv AAunv,

Tous &’ &Aas auTdd Cevyn Tpoocdyetv
MTNVGOV OKTCO CUVEXGIS EKATOV.
meptmAeiv 8’ €1t Tols auPcwov Gveo
TEVTE KEANTAS TTEVTAOKAALOUS,
TeprayyEéAAew T “oUyx Utrokalels,
Aukicov TTpUTav yuxpov TouTt
TTavou puoddv, Makeddov &pxcov:
oBevvu, KEANO39, a5 unf rpookavons.’

oUK dyvod & 6Tt T&d autda TaUTta eipnkev 6 "E@imrmos kav
TeAtaoTi T SpduaTt.

And perhaps you, my friends, omitted intentionally, as something
sacred, the fish mentioned by the comic poet Ephippus, which he
writes was served to Geryon in the play of the same name. He says:

Whenever the inhabitants of that country
catch a fish, not one of every-day size,

but bigger in size than sea-washed Crete,
they serve to him a dish which can

hold a hundred of these.

And the neighbors all about

are Sindians?0, Lycians“, Mygdoniots42.
Cranaans®?. and Paphians*?. These chop

the wood whenever the king cooks

that enormous fish. And they haul so

much of it that it fills the ctrcuit of the city,
while others light the fire underneath. A lake
of water they use to make the sauce, and a
hundred ox teams for eight months bring in salt.

39. Kédtous prj and KéAT'oU un in alternate manuseripts
40. A Black Sea tribe to the west of the Crimea (Herodotus 4.28, 86). They were

honored by the Athenians several times in the fourth century BC for sending grain (Tod
1948, 42, 206-9).

41. A people of SW Asia Minor who spoke an Anatolian language related to Hittite and

Lydian.

42. A region of Macedonia. but here a poetic name for all the Macedonians.
43. An alternate name for the Athenians (Herodotus 8.44).
44. Paphos is a city on the west coast of Cyprus.
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In the top of that dish sail five swift galleys,
cach with five oars to a side. Orders

are given: “Hurry up with that fire,

you ]M ian chief, it’s not hot enough!

Now stop the bellows. you Mace domdn
captain! Put out the hm, you Celt,

so that you don’t overcook the fish

I am not unaware that Ephippus uses the same lines in his play. The
Peltast®.

This intentionally absurd passage portrays the fish of Geryon as so large that
the entire Mediterranean basin is needed as a cooking vessel. The various tribes
around the shores of the Mediterranean and Black Seas. from the Sindians in the
far northeast to the Celts in the far west, chop wood. haul water, and tend to the
cooking fire. Five galleys dash from shore to shore delivering instructions to the
various peoples involved in the immense effort. The passage is similar to and
perhaps is a comice play on the image of the Mediterranean as a pond in Plato?S.

Inventory of the Treasury of Athena (Inscriptiones Graecae ii’, 1438)

A portion of an inventory list from the treasury of the old temple of Athena on
the Acropolis at Athens not only provides the earliest Greek epigraphical evidence
on the Celts, but also pre-dates most literary references?”. The fragmentary inscrip-
tion I1G ii% 1438 (SEG 19, 129), dated 352/1 BC, lists o1dnpda KeAtik& “Celtic iron

weapons, among the dedicatory armament stored in the temple treasury'48

1G ii? 1438, Face B. lines 7-8

. . Klal kuwvai xa}\Kal "ApyoAlikat . . . . 43 .
ravt]odama ukpa xalAka ] HH(50)Al 1T7\01 XC()\KOl Kol
Tigplar. . ...... 45 o oo odInp& KeAtik&:
. and copper Argolic helmets ... various small copper 261: copper
helmet-liners and tiaras ... Celtic iron weapons:

15. CAF 2.261.
46. Plato Phaedo 109b. See Webster 1970, 41. The Phaedo was probably written ¢.
380-70 BC.

However, an Etruscan monument of the 5th century BC listing an apparently Celtic
personal name (i Nemeties *I am [the tomb] of Nemetios’) does pre-date IG ii* 1438 (de
Simone 1980).

48. Also included in the inventory are kuval xaA]kai BapPBapikali "barbarian copper
helmets? (face B. line 6-7). See Schweigert 1938.
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The inventory list was found in three pieces, with writing on both the front (A)
and back (B) faces. Unfortunately, a large portion from the middle of the document
is missing. as well as parts of the edges. The list of dedicatory objects contains a
large number of weapons. including these odnpda. probably swords or daggers.

Exchange with the Gallic auxiliaries ol Dionysius mentioned previously by
Xenophon, who were allies of the Athenians as well as Spartans, is one possible
source of the Celtic weapons in the temple treasury. Overscas trade is another po-
tential avenue, as commercial activity between the Greeks and Gauls of the western
Mediterranean had existed for over a century. Regardless of the source. the pres-
ence of odnp& KeATikd on the treasury inventory list along with contemporary
literary references to the Celts, demonstrates not only that thv Celts were known
to the Greeks, but that their weapons were valued objects in mid-fourth century
Athens?®.

Plato

The Greek philosopher and Plato (e. 429-347 BC) briefly mentions the Celts
in the Laiws, his final work, probably written during the last decade of his life.
The Lawes continue the theme of the ideal city discussed in his Republic. Among
the undesirable characteristics of Plato’s ideal citizens is drunkenness. which his
imaginary Athenian stranger. discussing legal matters with Spartan and Cretan
interlocutors, associates with the Celts and other barbaroi.

Laws 1.637d-¢
Aéycw & ouk oivou mept mdoews TO TMapdTrav 1 un. UEdns
¢ auTiis mépt, MWoOTEpov, domep ZkubBar xpdvTtal kail TTépoal
xpnotéov, kat €Tt Kapxnddvior kai KeAtoi kat "IBnpes kai
©Opdgkes, TMOAepka oupmavTa dvta talUTta yeévn. 1) kabdrep
UHELS UUETS HEV YAp, OSTrep Aéyels, TO Tapdmrav &éxeobe.

[ am not discussing the drinking of wine or not in general. but outright
drunkenness, and whether we oughtt to follow the custom of the Seythi-
ans and Persians, and also the Carthaginians, Celts, [berians, and Thra-
cians, all very warlike peoples, or be like you Spartans, who, as you
claim. abstain totally from drink.

In the first book of the Laws. Plato’s emphasis is on the importance ol
cwepocuvn ‘moderation. balance’, among the citizens of his ideal city-state. In-

Another p()\\il)]«‘ source for these weapons is contact to the north of Greece, As
seen ln low. Gallie warriors had penetrated the Balkans by the second half of the fourth
century BC and were fighting Hlyrian tribes (Theopompus F Gril 2B, #115. frag. 10, below).
Ane |nlm~~\ from Ce |1~ ]nm(r near the Adriatic met Alexander during his campaign against
the “l\lldn\ n 335 (Pl()lvm\ | s.v. Strabo 7.3.8. l)t'l()\\). a vear dllt'l his father l’h|||p wals
murdcred at with a KeATiry’ uaxapa “Celtic dagger *(Diodorus Siculus 14.94).
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toxicating drink would not be forbidden. as the Greeks customarily drank wine
mixed with water. but drunkenness would be condemned. The Spartan™s claim
ol total abstinenee s certainly exaggerated as even young Spartan women were

H0

allowed wine on oceasion’ Hevodotus also confirms Spartan imbibing. but

records that drunkenness among the Spartans was learned only in recent times
from visiting S(r_\,"llliall\s’—".

Plato’s description of the Celts, along with so many other tribes. as drunkards
should bhe taken as a broad characterization. Plato was an occasional visitor to
the court of Dionysius in Syracuse. so it is conceivable that he formed an opinion
on Celtic drunkenness from the behavior of the Celtic mercenaries employed
there™. The ancient Celts were certainly known for their prodigious thirst for wine
and beer. as both literary and archacological evidence confirm”. However. one
wonders how much the classical characterization of Celts as drunkards by Plato
and others was due to cultural chauvinism.

Asclepiades of Tragilus

Little is known of Asclepiades of Tragilus except that he lived in the fourth cen-
tury BC and was a pupil ol the famous Athenian orator Isocrates. Asclepiades wrote
the Tragoidoumena. a work on the myths of Greek tragedy. His sorrowlul tale of
the Ce Ilu king. Boreas. and his daughter. Cyparissa, is preserved in a gloss by a
Virgilian commentator on the phrase Idaeis cyparissis ‘the cypresses of |(ld o The
commentary is ascribed to the late first century AD Latin scholar Valerius Probus.
but it i certainly by a later author,

Probus Commentary on Vergil’s Georgies 2.8 1

(FGrH 1AL #12, frag. 19)

Quidam putant, ut Asclepiades ait, Boream fuisse Celtarum regem, qui
SJiliam Cyparissam amisertt, et novum arboris huius genus primus in
tumulo etus severit ob eamque causam esse luctuosam cypressum.

50. Nenophon Spartan Constitution 1.3,

51. History 6.84. In this passage Herodotus says that when the Spartans wanted a
stronger (hmI\ than their usual wine diluted with water, they asked for an émokUficov
Se \lhmn cup’

52. See Xenophon Hellenica 7.1.20. 3 1. above.

53. Diodorus Siculus (5.26) describes the brewing of native beer and the impurl of
Greek wine by the Gauls. as well as their subsequent inebriation. Archacology has vielded
Greek wine dl]l[)h()ldt‘ llnnuglmut Celtie lands dating from the time of carliest contact with

the classical world (see Cunlifle 1988. 2:1-35). An interesting exception to the Celtic ove
ol wine ix recorded by Caesar (Bellum Gallicum 2.15) who says the Nervii of Be lgiv Gaul
forbade the import of wine and luxury goods on the grounds that such civilized imports
would weaken their fighting ability.

>t Virgil (;()()r«fl(s 2 81
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Certain people think, as Asclepiades said, that Boreas was a king of the
Celts who lost his daughter Cyparissa and then first observed this new
type of tree on her grave mound. This is why cypress trees are mournful.

The briel account of Asclepiades of the Celtic princess Cyparissa is just one
of three different myths in classical literature concerning the origin of the cypress
tree. The first is recorded by Ovid who tells of the young man Cyparissus from
the island of Ceos who accidentally kills his favorite stag 55, His sorrow is so great
that he wants to grieve forever, and Apollo grants his wish by turning him into a
mournful-looking tree, the cypress. The second myth also involves another young
man from Ceos named Cyparissus, but his metamorphosis into a cypress tree occurs
while fleeing the unwanted affections of Apollo, Silvanus, or Zephyrus, depending
on the legel1(156.

The version of the story involving Cyparissa is the earliest recorded example
of a classical author directly introducing the Celts into the mythology of the
Mediterranean world. Other examples, such as the Argonauts sailing through
Celtic lands, occur in the following century and thereafter®”.

Problems arise when one tries to find a genuine Celtic origin behind Asclepi-
ades’ tale. First, cypress trees cannot withstand cold weather and thus do not grow
in any area inhabited by the Celts in the fourth century BC. Second, Cyparissa is
not a Celtic name. In fact, it is not likely even to be Greek, though it occurs in the
Greek language as early as the Linear B records of the Bronze :‘\ge‘r’g. Finally, the
name of the royal father, Boreas, is simply the Greek name for the North Wind.
an appropriate appellation for a Celtic king since the Celts lived to the north of
Greece®. There are numerous metamorphoses in later Celtic literature of Ireland
and Wales. but we should not unnecessarily assign Celtic significance to a tale such
as Asclepiades’ which contains motifs so common in the mythology of the Medi-
terranean world and beyond.

Heraclides Ponticus

The fourth century BC Greek writer Heraclides Ponticus came from the town
of Heraclea on the Black Sea to study in Athens with Plato and Aristotle. His
fragmentary writings range from history to literary criticism and astronomy. As
cited in Plutarch, he briefly refers to the Celtic sack of Rome in 390 BC , though
he misidentifies the Gauls as the mythical Hyperboreans.

55. Ovid Metamorphoses 10.106-42.

56. Servius Commentary on Aeneid 3.680.

57. Appolonius Rhodius Argonautica 4.611-47.

58. Pylos tablet Sa 488.

59. But see Heraclides Ponticus s.v. Plutarch Camillus 22.2-3. below.
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Plutarch Camillus 22.2-3
(Wehrli 1953, frag. 102)

ToU pévTol TTdBous auToU kKal Ths aAwoews golkev &uudpd
Tis eUBUs eis TRV "EANGSa ¢@nun SieAbeiv. ‘HpakAeidns yap
O TTovTikdOs oU TTOAU TV XPOVWYVY EKEIVLOV GTTOAEITTOUEVOS €V
T Tlept Wuxiis ouvTAyuaTi enow amo Tis EoTEpas Adyov
KATAOXEIV, s oTpaTos e€ Y mepPopécov EABov EEwbev pnkol
OAww ‘EAAnvida ‘Poounv, €kel TToU OUVGIKNUEVTIV TIEPL THV
uey&Anv 6&Aaccav. oUk Gv ouv Bavpdoaitl pubdn kal
TAacpaTiav dvta Tov ‘HpakAeidnv ainbel Adyw TG Tepl Tijs
GAOOEWS ETTKOUTIACal ToUs ‘Y TepPopéous kai TNV HEY&Anv
BaAaTTav.

But it seems that some distorted news of the calamity quickly reached
Greece. Heraclides Ponticus. who lived shortly after that time. men-
tions it in his work On the Soul. He says that a report had made its way
from the west that an army of Hyperboreans had captured a Greek city
called Rome which was situated near the Great Sea. 1 should not be
surprised that such a writer of fictions and fables as Heraclides should
ornament an actual event with "Hyperboreans” and a “Great Sea’.

Aristotle and Theopompus. writing at roughly the same time as Heraclides.
alo mention the sack of Rome. but both correetly identify the invaders as Gauls
rather than |lypm'b()rcans”“. Heraclides may have known their true identity as
welll but as Plutarch notes, many ol his writings have colorful elaboration and
mythologizing. The Gaulish migration into Italy and subsequent sack of Rome are
recorded by a number ol classical authors. with the two primary motivations given
ax overpopulation of the Celtie lands to the north and a desire for southern luxury
goods. Pliny says a Gallic craftsman named Helico who had lived and worked
in Rome. brought figs. grapes. olive oil. and wine back north when he returned
home, thus whetting the Celts” appetites for southern commodities®!. Polybius,
Justin. and Livy all emphasize overpopulation leading to internal discord as an
impetus for movement into llaly(i“z. An increase in population in the middle Rhine
region during the fifth century BC and subsequent spread of the characteristically
Celtic La Teéne culture into the Po valley is certainly supported by archacological

evidenceeYs.

60. Aristotle s.v. Plutarch Camillus 22.3 and Theopompus s.v. Pliny Naturalis Historia
3.5.57. below.

61. Pliny Naturalis Historia 12.2.5.

62. Polybius 2.17: Justin Epitome 20.5.7: Livy 5.33-34.

63. Kruta 1978: Cunlifle 1988. 33-7.
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Pscudo-Scylax

Pscudo-Scylax or the Younger Scylax is not to be confused with the Seylax of
Caryanda in Caria who is said to have explored the Red Sea, Africa, Indian Ocean.
and Indus River for Darius the Great in the late sixth century B(C%4, Pseudo-Scylax.,
in the middle of the fourth century BC, wrote a periplus describing the shore of the
Mediterranean and Black Seas in a clockwise direction beginning at the Pillars of
65

Hercules He is the first ancient author to mention Celtic settlements in the

Italian peninsula.

Pseudo-Seylax Periplus 17-19
(GGMI. 25-26: Peretti 1979, 198-218)

17. MeTa 8¢ 16 'OuPpikdv Tuppnvoi. Aikouct 8¢ kai ouTtol awwd
ToU TuppnvikoU TreAd&yous €EcoBev eis TOV 'Adpilav: kai oAl
gv auTols ‘EAANnvis Zmiva kal motauds: kai avamAous eis ThHv
TOAWY KATA TTOTAUOV S Elkouct oTadicov. Kai ¢éoTv T aUTiig
atod TTions ToAecos 0805 MUEPGOV TPIADV.

18. Meta 8¢ Tuppnvous eiot KeAtol €6vogs, &mmoAeipBévTes Tiis
oTpaTeias, €T OTevidv HEXpPL Adpiou dinkovTtes: evtauba &
EOTIV O HUXOS ToU Adpiou KOATTOU.

19. MeT& 8¢ KeATous “‘EveTol siowv €Bvos kai motauds 'Hpi8avds
£V QUTOIS.

17. After the Umbrians®® are the Tyrrhcniuns(ﬂ. They oceupy the land
from the lyrrheman S(‘a to the Adriatic. In their country is the Greek
city Spina and a rive 9%, The voyage to the city down the river is about

64. Herodotus 4.44.

65. The periplus mentions none of the cities founded by Alexander, but does include
Olynthus near Macedonia which was destroyed in 347 BC. Tt also includes the Athenian
(()l()ny of Neapolis in Thrace. which was founded in 360 BC. This gives a composition date
for the 1% eriplus within the thirteen-year period between 360 and 347 BC (Hyde 1947, 1 15-
16).

66. The Umbrians were a central Italic tribe who spoke an Indo-Furopean Italic dialect
closely related to the language of the Oscans of southern ltaly (Pliny Naturalis Historia
3.04.1 12).

67. An alternate name for the Etruscans. Tyrrhenus was the cponymous ancestor of
the Etruscans who migrated to Italy from Lydia (Dionysius Halicarnassensis Antiquitates
Romanael .28).

68. Spina was an important settlement located on the Adriatic coast close to one of the
tormer mouths of the Po. A shifting coastline and Gallie raids led to a decline of the ¢ ity in
the fourth century BC. ,\n( dent sources variously record the ¢ity’s founders as Pelasgians.
Thessalians. or others (Dionysius Halicarnassensis Antiquitates Romanae 1.18. 28: Justin
Epitome 20.1, ete). but arc luu-nlmr\ suggests it was primarily an Etruscan city with strong

Greek cultural influences (Allieri an(l Arias 1058: Stillwell 1976, 857: Finley 1977. 100).
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M Y . . . . -
twenty stades® 7 he journey from the city to Pisa™

18. After the Tyrrhenians are a Celtie people who remained behind

is three days,

alter a raiding expedition which reached the head ol the Adriatic.
There s the innermost recess of the Adriatic.
19. After the Celts are the Veneti 7L and the Eridanus River™ is in

their land.

It is possible that the Celtic tribe which Pscudo-Sceylax is referring to are the
Senones. Polybius, writing in the second century BCL says that the Celts occupied
the northern bank of the Po from its source in the Alps to the Adriatic. exeept for
the part ol the plain nearest the Adriatic. which was held by the Vene ti**. On
the southern bank. he reports, the Celts held all the land to the sea. with the
Senones being the tribe nearest the Adriatic. The homeland of the Senones was
the Seine l)d\lll ol central Gaul according to Caesar, and Livy includes them among
the Gaulish tribes which invaded ltaly. perhaps in the fifth century BCL and sacke (l
Rome in 390 BC™,

Eudoxus of Cnidos

Fudoxus of Cnidos (. 390-¢. 3140 BC) was a talented mathematician and
geographer who studied in Fgypt and taught at Athens, where he knew Plato and
Aristotle. His Tour of the World (yiis mepiodos) is a descriptive geography which
survives only in quotations by later authors.

69. A Greek stade (6Té&B10v) 1s approximately 185 meters. with twenty stades thus heing
approximately 3.7 km.
70. Unlikely to be the Etruscan town of Pisa in Tuscany which was approximately 200
km from Spina across the mountainous backbone of ltaly.
71. The Venet \p()lw an Indo-FEuropean. [and ltalic] language.  Herodotus (1.196)
ide ntllu them as llyrian in origin. but their inse rlplmn~ \ll""‘(‘~1 an independent language
family. Polybius (2. 17.5) notes th:' similarity of the Veneti dnd Celts:

Ta 8¢ pods TOV "Adpiav fidn mpoonkovTa yévos &GAAo Tavu TTaAlaidov
SiakaTéoxe: Tpoocayopevovtar & Ovtvetol, Tois UEv €Bect kal TG
kSouw Ppaxy diagepovtes KeATGOV, yATTn & dAloia xpcopevol.

But the area along the shore of the Adriatic was held by another very
ancient tribe called tho Veneti. who in customs and dress were very much like
the Celts. but speaking a different language.

72. The Eridanus was first mentioned by Hesiod (Theogony 338) as a river in north-
western Europe. Herodotus (3.115. above) doubts its existence, but Aeschylus suggests it
is near Spain (s.v. Pliny Naturalis Historia 37.32). In the sixth century BC. Greek writers.
followed by Roman authors. begin to identify it with the Po River.

73. Polybius 2.17.

71, Cacsar Bellum Gallicum 2.2: 1ivy 534,
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Stephan of Byzantium Fthnica Epitome: "Ay&bn
(Lasserre 1966, frag. 359)

"Ayd&On: méAis Atyvcov 1) KeAtdov . . . "Eoi 8¢ kal &AAn oA,
s Pidwov, AryuoTicov emi Aipvns AryvoTtias: taxa 8 1 auTh
€OTL Ti) TPLOTH. ws EUdotos.

7 or Celts . .. According to Philon?9,

Agathe @ A city of the Ligurians
there is another city of the Ligurians on a Ligurian lake. Perhaps the
second is the same as the first, as Fudoxus says.

Agathe (Greek "Ayabny, "good’ ), modern Agde. was a colony founded by the
Massaliots in the early sixth century BC on the Hérault delta between Massalia and
Narbon both for military protection and the expansion of commerce with inland
Gaul”. This Greek settlement was located on a low hill above the river just a few
km south of the native hill-fort at Bessan.

Aristotle

Aristotle (384-322 BC). prolific writer. natural scientist. philosopher. and tutor
of Alexander the Great, was born the son of a physician in Stagirus near Macedonia.
He studied with Plato and later founded his own school in Athens. The sections
from his Politics, Nicomachean FEthics, and Ludemian Iithics all emphasize the
themes of Celtie bravery and prowess in war begun in Plato and X(\.nophnnm. The
remaining passages from various sources focus on the geography and climate of
Celtic lands and the sack ol Rome.

Politics 2.6.6 (1269h)

AOT AvaykKatov €v Tij TolauTn ToATela TinGoBar tov TAouTtov,
GAALS TE KAV TUXWO! YUVXIKOKPATOUUEVOL, KaBATTERp TA TTOAA&
TV OTPATICLTIKGV KAl TTOAEMIKGIV YeEVEOV, €§ww KeATdv 1) k&v
€l TIWES ETEPOL PAVEPCIS TETIUMNKACL TNV TPO§ TOUs &PpPEVAS
cuvouciav.

The inevitable result is that in such a state wealth is highly esteemed,
especially if the men are dominated by women as it is with most military

75. lor the Ligurians, see note under Hecatacus above. Given Hecatacus'statement and
those of later classical writers who restriet the Ligurians to the lands between the Rhone
River in the west and Tuscan Pisa in the cast, it is probable that the colony of Agathe was
in Celtic territory.

76. Philo of Byblos (AD 64-141). a grammarian and translator of Phoenician mythology
(FGrH 3C. #790).

77. Pseudo-Seymus GGM 1L 204 Strabo Geography 4.1.5: Pliny Naturalis Historia 3.33.

78. Xenophon Hellenica 7.1.20. 31 and Plato Laies 1.637d-e¢. above,
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and warlike cultures. except the Celts and certain other groups who
openly approve of sexual relations between men.

The context of this first passage from the Politics 1s a discussion of the dang-
ers of omitting the conduet of women from a state’s legislation. In such a society.

Aristotle says, women will take advantage of the law’s

dhmu srest in them to exer-

cise subtle control over their husbands dnd thus the state™. An exception to such

an indirect gynocracy would be a society in which the men rely on each other, not

women. for sexual gratification.

Aristotle is the first classical writer to mention ho-

mosexual relations among the Celts, but he is followed by later authors, such as

Athe

naeus, Diodorus Siculus, and Strabo®9.

Politics 7.2.5 (1324h)

£11 8 év Tois £0vect TAot Tols BUVAEVOIS TTAEOVEKTEWV 1] TOIAUTH
TETiUN Tl dUvaps, olov v Zkubais kal Tépoals kal Opati kal
KeATots.

Such martial ability is honored among all nations which are strong
enough to conquer others. such as the Seythians, Persians. Thracians,
and Celts.

Polities 15.2 (13364)

oUUQEpPEL &' eUBUs kal TTPOS TG Wuxn ouveBilev €k LIKPGOV TTaidcov:
TOUTO yap kKai mpods uyislav kal mpos ToAepikas Trpaels
guxpnoToOTaTov. 816 Tap& woAAols ot TGV PBapBdapwv €6og
TOIS WEV €l TTOTAPOV ATMOPATMTEWV TA Y1yVOUEVT YuxXPOVv, TOIlS
St okémaoua HikpoOv &uTrioxelv, olov KeATols.

It is also advantageous to accustom children to the cold from a very
carly age. This is very beneficial not only for reasons of health but also
with a view towards future military service. This is why among many
non-Greek nations it is a custom to dip new-born babies in a cold river.
or give them scant clothing, as among the Celts.

80.

4.4.6.

79. Aristotle may have had in mind the Lysistrata of Aristophanes. a comedy in which
the women of Athens and Sparta proclaim an ‘end to all sexual activity until their husbands
make peace.

Athenacus Deipnosophistae 13.603a: Diodorus Siculus 5.32.7: Strabo Geography

Homosexuality. often in the form of pederasty. is also reported by classical writers
dm(mg other non-Greek nations such as the Persians. and of course fre quentI\ among the
Greeks themselves, especially among the Spartans (Sextus Empiricus Qutlines of Py rrh()nlsm
3.199: Strabo Geography 10.4.21: etc.).
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Nicomachean Ethics 3.7.6-7 (1115h)

kaAoU &1 Eveka O avdpeios UTTOUEVEL KAl TTPATTEl TX KATX THY
avdpeiav: TGOV & UmepBaiidvtwy 6 uev Ti agoPia &vavuplos,
gipnTarl & MUV év Tols MPSTepov 3T MOAAG €0TIV Avaovuua,
gin & &v TIs HawOUEVOs T) AvaAynTos ei undbev poPoito. unTe
OEIoUOV UATE KUpaTa, kabamep pact Tous KeATous:

On account of honor the virtuous man stands his ground and performs
brave deeds. But the one who is [earless with excessive bravery. who
fears nothing at all. not even ecarthquakes or waves, as they say of the
Celts. has no name. as we have noted before is the case with many
qualities. unless we call him mad or insensible.

Fudemian Ethics 3.1.25 (1229h)

d1oTep oUT €l Tis UTtopével Ta @oPepa B dyvoiav, avdpelos.
olov €l TI§ ToUs kepauvoUs UTTOUEVEL PEPOUEVOUS Bid paviav, out’
el yryveookwv 8oos O kivduvos, Bt Bupdv, otov ot KeATol pos
TX KUpaTa OTTAa amavTtdot AaRBdvtes. kai SAws 1 BapPBapik)
avdpeia peTd BupoU EoTiv.

Therefore no one i1s brave if he endures formidable events on ac-
count of ignorance, such as a madman who taunts thunderbolts, or if
someone knows the dangers involved but is carried away by reckless
passion. as the Celts who take up arms against the waves. The bravery
ol barbarians in general is based in passion.

These four passages are the first occurrences of the common later classical
themes of the reckless courage and martial spirit of the Celts, apart from several
carlier unadorned descriptions of military activity and Plato’s brief characterization
of the Celts as moheuikot, “warlike” ¥, Both Plato and Aristoue characterize the
inhabitants of Northern Furope in general as having an excess of Bupdg “will.
temper, spirit’ ¥2 Aristotle recommends that children in the ideal society should be
acclimated to the cold from an early age. This is reminiscent of Cretan and Spartan
child-rearing. as well as Plato’s ideal rcginwm. The description of dipping babies
in a river may relate to the Celtic paternity-test in which newborns are dipped
into the Rhine. mentioned by classical authors beginning with an anonymous third
century BC poet in the Greek f\llll]()l()g.'&l. [t may also simply be a part of the

common practice of hardening newborns by bathing in various lands mentioned

81. Plato Laies 1.637d-e. above

82. Plato Republic 435z Aristotle Polities 7.6.

83. For the Cretans. see Strabo Geography 10.4.20: tor Spartans, Xenophaon Spartan
Constitution 2.3-4: Plato Republic 3.13.

8-t Anthologia Palatina 9.125. Later references include Julian (Epistle 59) and Clau-

dian (In Rufinum 110-11).
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by seve sral elassical authors®. The report in the Nicomachean Ethies that the Celts
fear nothing. "neither carthquakes or wavest is echoed in the passage from the
Eudemian Ethics. where the Celts are said to battle the waves. Aristotle may be
drawing on the same source as Strabo. who says the Cimbri fought against the
tides"".

Generation of Animals 2.8 (718a)

£11 8& wuxpov [To] Lov O dvos eoTi. BidTEeEp €V TOIS XEIMEPIVOIS
ou BéAel yiyvecBan TéTroIs Sik TO dUopryov glval THY ULy, olov
Tepl 2kUBas kai TN Suopov xwpav. oudt mept KeATous Toug
utep TS IBnplas: yuxpd yap kat altn n xwpa.

The ass is a cold-natured animal. so that because of its sensitivity (o
cold it does not reproduce in wintry climates, such as Seythia and
neighboring regions, or the Celtie lands beyond Iheria. which are also

cold.

History of Animals 7.28 (6006b)

TToAAaxoU B¢ kail 1) kpdois aiTia, otov €v TH [AAupidl kol T
Opdky kat T Hieipy ot dvol uikpot, év 3¢ T Zkubiki) kai
KeATiki] SAcos ov yivovTtal Buoxeiuepa yap Tadra.

In many places the climate is a cause. In 1llyria. Thrace. and Epirus,
donkeys are small. In Seythia and Celtica. they do not occur at all. for
these lands have very cold winters,

Aristotle’™s two passages on the climate and lack of asses in northern lands
cchoes the description ol He md()llh who says horses can bear the Seythian win-
ters. but mules and asses cannot™ . However. the probable historical distribution
ol the Asiatic Wild Ass (Equus /wnuonu.s) included much of Seythia, whereas an
castern species of wild ass (Equus kiang) may still be found on the cold Tibet an
platecau above 3000 meters™. The distinctively shagegy modern Irish donkey also
confirms the ability of asses to survive in Celtic lan(l\ in spite of its desert origins,

85. Examples include Strabo Geography 3.4.17: Virgil Aeneid 9.603: Plutarch Lycurgus
16.2. Dio Cassius (76.12) relates that the primitive Blmah could bear great hunger and ¢ ()I(l
standing submerged in marshes for days with only their heads above tln water.

86. Stmlm (,(*ogmph\ 7.2.1. The Cimbri were a probably Germaunic tribe from Jutland
(mmh rin Denmark). who inv advd [taly and were destroved by Marius in 101 BC

History of Animals Herodotus 4.28-30.

88 Clutton-Brock 1992, 26-38.
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Meteorologica 1.13 (350b)

ek &€ TTis TTuprivns. ToUTo & éoTiv Spos TPOs DUCUNV IoTUEPIVTV
ev T KeAtiki, péouotv & te "lotpos kat 6 Taptnoods. oUtog
HEV oUv EEo 0TNAGVY, 6 8’ "loTpos &' 8Ans Tiis Evpcotns gis TOV
EUEeivov mévTOVL.

From Pyrene, this is a mountain range towards the equinoctial sunset
in Celtica. flow the Ister and Tartessus. The latter enters the sea outside
the Pillars of Hercules, while the Ister flows across Europe into the
Euxine.

In his Meteorologica, Aristotle conducts a short geographical review of Asia.
Furope, and Africa, but his inaccurate description of the course of the Ister does
not improve on that of Herodotus®°.

Plutarch Camillus 22.3
(Rose 1886, trag. 568)

"APIoTOTEANS Bt & PrAdcoos TO UiV AAddval THv TOAW UTo
KeAtéov akpifdds &ijAds €oTiv a&knkocds, ToOov &t owoavta
Aegvkiov sivai pnow: fjv 8¢ Mdpkos, ou Aeglkios, & K&uiAlos.

Aristotle the philosopher accurately heard about the capture of the city
by the Celts, but he says the city’s savior was named Lucius, although
the forename of Camillus was not Lucius but Marcus.

Aristotle did not correctly record the name of Marcus Furius Camillus. but
he did identify the Celts as the sackers of Rome, unlike Heraclides Ponticus.
who as recorded in the same passage of Plutarch. calls them ”yperbnrnansgo.
Aristotle’s other contemporary, Theopompus, also correctly reports that Celtic

. C
invaders captured Rome?!,

Ephorus

Ephorus of Cyme (¢. 405-330 BC) was a pupil of Isocrates, as were Asclepiades
of "Iragilus and Theopompus. His status as one of the most important historians
of the fourth century BC rests largely on his Universal History (lotopiat) of
thirty books. His work survives only in quotations from later authors. but he
was apparently an influential source for Diodorus Siculus, Strabo. Polyaenus. and
Plutarch. His surviving passages on the Celts deal with the geographical position

89. Herodotus 2.23. 4.49. above.
9. Heraclides Ponticus s.v. Plutarch Camillus 22.2-3. above.
91. s.v. Pliny Naturalis Historia 3.5.57. above.
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and extent of the Celtie tribes in the fourth century BCLas well as commentary on

their customs.,

Strabo Geography 1.2.28
(FGrif 2\, #70. frag. 30a)

unvuel 8¢ kai "Epopos thv maAiatav Trepl Tiis Aibotias ddEav,
&g enotw Ev TG TePl Ths EUpcomng Ady . TGOV TPt TOV oUupavov
kal THV yTjv TOTwv eis Téooapa uépn dinpnuévewov, TO TPds TOV
atnAtaTnu fvdous éxew. mpods voTov &t Aiblomras., Tpods duotv
bt KeATovus, Trpods 8¢ Boppdv &vepov 2kubas.

Ephorus also relates the ancient notion concerning Ethiopia in his
book On I','ur()l)('”z. He says that if the heavens and carth are divided
into four parts, the Indians will occupy the land ol the east wind, the
I'thiopianx the regions from which the south wind blows. the Celts the
west and the Seythians the land of the north wind.

Josephus Contra Apionem 1.67

(FGrH 2A. #70. frag. 133)

Tepl pEV yap [NaAlaTtdv Te kai 'IRNpwv oUtws niyvénoav oi
BokoUvTes akpiBéoTaTol ouyypaels, v éoTwv "EQopos, cooTe
TSN ofetar plav eival Tous "IPnpas Ttous ToocolTo HEPos TTis
ECTIEPIOV YTIS KATOIKOUVTAS.

Concerning the Gauls and Iberians. such ignorance existed even
among those who were considered to be the best writers. such as
Ephorus. that he thought the Iberia ns lived in a single city, whereas
in fact they occupied a large portion of the western lands.

Ephorus divides the known world into four sections. placing the four primary
barbarian peoples. Indians, Ethiopians. Celts, and Indians. into a i()Ul-pall paral-
lelogram, with the civilized lands of the Mediterranean at the center??:

92. The Greeks from the time of Homer (Odyssey 1.22. ete.) generally considered any
region south of I gypt to be the land of the E th]()pldrh (AiBroTriies “burnt faced™ ). This
passage is echoed in Cosmas Indicopleustes Christian lopography 2.79 (FGrH2A. #70. frag.
30b).

93. The four quarter cosmos and the literally crucial center is an almost universal
world-view, with examples found among the C hinese, Indians. and Aztecs among others,
Ireland was similarly divided into four wﬂlr)n\ with Meath {Old Irish Mide <Indo- l,ump(-dn

*med” yo- "middle” ) as the central, quintessential provinee (see Rees and Rees 1961, 146-

72).
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N
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S

In spite of the gross distortions of such a system, which leaves out the Ger-

mans, Iberians, Persians, Ligurians, and many others. it serves as a simplified, but
representative view of the known globe to fourth century BC Greeks??. Josephus
low opinion of Ephorus’ geography may be due to the goal of his treatise, which.
as a defense of Judaism, strives to downplay the ability of Greek historians to ac-
curately portray marginal nations. We do not possess the fragment of Ephorus to
which Josephus refers. so it is difficult to judge Ephorus™ geographical accuracy
on this particular point. However. the next passage from Ephorus in this collec-
tion says that he included most of Iberia in the list of Celtic lands. which certainly
shows FEphorus knew [bheria was much larger than a single town.

Strabo Geography 4.4.6
(FGrH 2A, #70. frag. 131)

"E@opos 8¢ UtrepPaAiAouciy Te TG UeyEBel Aéyer Thiv KeATiknv,
ote fomep viv IPnpias kaAoUuev ékeivols T  TrAgioTa
Tpoovépely péxpl [adelpwv, @IAéAANVAs Te amogaivel Tous
avBpcomous, Kal TToOAAG 1diwg Aédyel Tepl aUTOV, OUK £0IKOTA
Tols viv. "18ov 8¢ kal ToUTO: AOKEWV YA&pP AUTOUS, UM TTaXEIS
glval undt mpoydotopas, TOV & UtrepBaAAduevov TV véwv TO
TTis Ccovng nétpov, CnuotcBal.

94. The world view represented by Ephorus may owe its origin to Hecatacus (see Heidel

1937, 16-20).
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Ephorus. in his account, says that Celtica is <o large that it includes
most of Iberia. as far as Gades. He also reports that the Celts are great
admirers of the Greeks and says many things about them that are not
true for current times. They are very careful to avoid becoming fat
or potbellied. and if any young man’s belly sticks over his belt he is
punished.

Strabo Geography 7.2.1

(I°GrH 2A, #70, frag. 132)

oUKk €U & oudt O @rjoas dmAa aipecbBar Tpds Tas TANUUUPIdas
Tous KiuPpous: oUd STt agofiav ot KeAtol d&okoUvres
kaTakAUCecbat Tas oikiag UTTOHEVOUGHY, EIT &GvoilkodouoUot: kal
&1 Aeicov avTols ovpBaiver pBSpos € UdaTos 1) TToAéuou, STrep
"Epopds pnotv.

The writer who says that the Cimbri took up arms against the rising
sea is not correct. Neither is the statement that the Celts. as a training
in fearlessness. patiently stand by while their homes are destroyed by

<

flood-tides. and then rebuild them”®. Nor is it true that they sulfer

oreater casualties from water than war, as Ephorus says.

FEphorus is correct that large parts of Iberia were Celtic in the fourth century
BC. and in fact the peninsula probably had a significant number of Celtic settle-
ments several centuries earlier?®. The statement that the Celts were great admirers
of the Greeks is echoed later by Pseudo-Seymnus, who says the Celts followed
Greek customs and enjoyed friendly relations with their Hellenie neigh bors?7. The
generally amicable relations between the Celts of Gaul and the Greek colonists of
Massalia. as well as the Gaulish craving for Greek wine among other goods. cer-
tainly support Ephorus™ assertion. Strabo’s admonition concerning shifts in Celtic
customs over time is well worth heeding. It is a grave mistake to believe that the
ancient Celts. whose archaeological and historical remains stretch over a period
of a thousand years and who inhabited lands from lreland to Asia Minor. were
an unchanging and uniform culture. As for the prohibition against excess weight,
we have no other classical evidence. except that the martial emphasis of the an-
cient Celts would discourage obesity among warriors as a practical matter. It may
be worth noting that medieval Irish law contains a somewhat similar injunction.
which allows a wife to divoree her husband if he becomes so fat as to be incapable

. . )
of sexual intercourse”®.

95. See Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics 3.7.6-7. above.
96. Almagro-Gorbea 1991: Gamito 1993,

97. Pseudo-Seymnus Periplus 183-87 (GGM 1. 202).
98. Kelly 1988. 74.
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Theopompus

Theopompus of Chios, (born ¢. 378 BC) writer of the Hellenica ( EAAnvikai
iotopiat) and Philippica (PIMTMKG), is known only through fragments quoted in
later authors. His Philippica was a fifty-eight book history of the world beginning
with the accession of Philip of Macedon. Among its many digressions are several
comments on Celtic history and geography.

Pliny Naturalis Historia 3.5.57
(FGrH 2B, # 115, rag. 317)

Theopompus, ante quem nemo mentionem habuit, urbem dumtaxat a
Gallis captam dixit.

Theopompus, who was the first to record it. says only that the city
[Rome | was captured by the Gauls.

Theopompus is the third of the fourth century BC authors in this study to com-
ment on the Celtic sack of Rome, along with Heraclides Ponticus and Aristotle?
Although Pliny asserts that Theopompus was the first to record the sack, the fact
that Heraclides and Aristotle were his contemporaries makes it difficult to say pre-
cisely who was the earliest. It is sufficient to say that the capture of Rome by the
Gauls was general knowledge to informed Greeks of the mid-fourth-century BC.

Stephan of Byzantium Ethnica Epitome: Apihcovios
(FGrH 2B, #1135, frag. 202)

ApIAcovios - TTOAIS HEYGAT, E0XATN TV KeATikGDv. TO €0vikdv

Apthcovios, ws QedTTouTos py’.

Drilonius: A great city and most distant of the Celts. The ethnic name
is Drilonius. as Theopompus says in Book 43.

The location of Drilonius is unknown. Theopompus may be referring to a Celtic
settlement on the Atlantic coast of Gaul or Iberial©9.

Athenaeus Depnosophistae 10.443b-¢
(FGrH 2B, #115. frag. 40)

99. Heraclides Ponticus s.v.  Plutarch Camillus 22.2-3 and Aristotle s.v.  Platarch
Camillus 22.2-3, above.

100. Tt is conceivable that he is using éoxé&Tn (‘farthest. uttermost. final’) to mean the
Celtic town most distant from the Celtic homeland of west-central Furope. If this is true.
Drilonius could be a settlement in lllyrian lands on the Drilo River (the modern Drini of
nmth(‘rn Albania). This river was well known to the classical authors (Strabo Geography

7.5. 7 Pliny Naturalis Historia 3.144), and the Celts, according to lheopompus next passage
(s.v Athenacus Deipnosophistae 10.443b-¢), were fighting |||y| ians at this time.
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316 kal KeAtol mmoAepolvTes auTols kal iddTes auTtddv ThHv
akpaoiav MaAPNyYEAaQv &TMACT TOl§ OTPATILOTALS DEITTVOV COS
AQUTTPOTATOV TOPACKEVACOAVTAS KATA OkNunv £uPaleiv eig
T& OITiXx MOaAV TIwd PAPUAKWIN duvaugvny SIakOTTTEW TAS
kKotAias kal Srakabaipewv. yevouévou 8¢ ToUTou, ot pEv aUTddV
kaTaAneBévrtes Umd TGOV KeATdv amcolovTo, oi 3¢ katl eig
TOUS TTOTAMUOUS aUTOUS EpPpnyav, AKPATOPES TV YACTEPWV
YEVOUEVOL.

101 when making war on them [the

The Celts. knowing this weakness
[llyrians], announced to all the soldiers that a wonderful banquet had
been prepared for them in their tents. They put a certain medicinal
herhy in the food which attacked and purged their bowels. Then some
were captured and slain by the Celts, while others, unable to stand the
pain. threw themselves into the rivers.

Athenaeus quotes this passage from the second book of Theopompus™ Philip-
pica. in a digression on the dining and drinking habits of the Hlyrians. The partic-
ular lllyrian tribe mentioned by Theopompus are the Ardiaei. who inhabited the
region near the mouth of the Naron River (the modern Neretva), midway down the
Adriatic coast, about 175 km north of the Drilo River. This conflict of Celts with
Illyrians was the result of a general Celtic expansion into [taly. the Danube valley.
and beyond during the lumlh century BC 102 Phis passage raises two important
cultural points. Iirst. it shows a devious side of the Celts not often emphasized by
the classical authors. who tend to portray the Celts and other barbarians as brave
and passionate innocents. Second, this is the earliest instance of Celtic feasting, a
theme found throughout classical literature on the Celts as well as in the later Irish
and Welsh 1rdd|t|()nlm

Pytheas

Pytheas (fI. late fourth century BC) was a Greek explorer from Massalia who
sailed north along the Atlantic coast of Iberia and Caul to Britain and Ireland.
possibly to the Baltic. and to the controversial land of Thule. His reports on these
regions were frequently dismissed by many ancient scholars, but the description
of his travels deserves careful study. The reconstruction of genuine material of
Pytheas on the Celtic lands is difficult. as the record of his voyage survives only
in later fragmentary quotations and paraphrased references.

101. The tendency of the Hlyrians to overindulge themse Ives at daily drinking parties.

102. See Kruta 1991,

103, Some ancient examples include Phylarchus s.v.  Athenaeus Deipnosophistae
4.150d-1 and Posidonius (s.v. Athenacus l)elpnmoplusl(w 4.152d-f: Diodorus Siculus 5.28).

Later ¢ xamples include the Irish tale Fled Bricrenn and the Welsh heroic poem Y Gododdin.
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Several ancient authors such as Polybius and Strabo, who labels Pytheas a
weudiotaTos ‘arch-falsifier, put litile stock in his journal'®?. However. a number
ancient authors, such as Eratosthenes, Pliny, and Ptolemy, as well as many modern
critics tend to believe most of Pytheas’ reconstructed account of his travels around
the Atlantic coast of Europe. Pytheas” voyage beyond the Pillars of Hercules may
have followed partially in the wake of his countryman. the hypothetical Massaliot
author of the periplus used by Avienus in his Ora Maritima. Although Pytheas is
known only imperfectly through later authors, his observations have undergone a
less tortuous re-working than the sources underlying the Ora Maritima, and should
be ranked as the earliest reliable, first-hand evidence for the British Isles. The
following is a conservative list of probably genuine passages from Pytheas on the
Celts and Celtic lands:

Strabo Geography 1.4.5
(Mette 1952, frag. 6a.5; Roseman 1994, frag. 4)
g g

Kal Ta akpwThipla T& Te GAa kal 1O Ttdv WoTiniwv. o
kaAeitat K&Balov, kal Tas kaTd ToUTo vijoous, cov TIjv ECXA TNV
Ovugioaunv enoi TTuBéas &Téxev HHEPGOV TPIGOY TTAOUV.

We must add as well the other promontories. especially that of the Os-
timii, which is called Cabaeum, and the islands near it, the outermost
of which Pytheas calls Uxisame, three days’ sail distant.

The context of this passage is a critique by Strabo of Eratosthenes’geographical
knowledge, particularly his placement of the western boundary of the known world.
FEratosthenes drew on Pytheas, who identifies an island. Uxisame, ofl a cape named
Cabacum in the land of the Ostimii. Caesar places the Ostimii. whom he calls
the Osismi. in the westernmost part of Brittany next to the Venetit®®, Cabacum
must be the modern Pointe du Raz or Pointe de St. Mathicu. both at the western
tip of Brittany. Pytheas says. according to Strabo, that the island of Uxisame is
three days sail, a journey of roughly 550 kilometers in good weather!P6 I Pythecas
means three days’sail from westernmost Brittany, this would place Uxisame either
oll the coast of Ireland, Britain, or perhaps northwest Iberia. More likely, Uxisame
is the modern e d’Ouessant (Ushant) 20 km off Brittany, and Strabo is taking as
a starting point the delta of the Garonne River. which is roughly three days sail
from Ile d’Ouessant and is the beginning of the westward thrust of Gaul into the
Atlantic "7, Even if the location of Uxisame is questionable. the Celtic nature of

104, Strabo Geography 1.4.3.

105. Caesar Bellum Gallicum 2.34, 3.9. 7.75. Strabo calls them the Osismii when he is
not lollowing Pytheas (4.4.1).

106. Assuming a rough sailing distance of thousand stades (180 km) per day (Hawkes
1075.27).

107. See Hyde 1947, 127: Hawkes 1975, 27.
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its name 1% unmistakable. Ouglcaun is a good Celtic. word meaning “farthest,
highest' from Indo- Luropean ups- *high’ (\uth the deve |()pnwnt to l’mt()-( eltic
*ouks-). plus the addition of the Celtic superlative suflix in ®sam. This would fit Ie
d’Ouessant semantically. since itis the most distant and westernmost island off the

coast of Gaul.

Strabo Geography 1.4.3
(Mette 1952, frag. 6a.3: Roseman 1994, frag. 3)

6 8¢ mAedveov 1j dopupicov TO pikos aTogaivel TS vrioouv, kal
15 K&vTiov Nuepddv Twvwv TAcuv &méxew Tiis KeATikis pnor

But Pytheas says the length of the island [of Britain] is more than
twenty thousand stades!™ and Kantion!® is several days sail from
Celtical?.
Strabo Geography 2.4.1
(Mette 1952, frag. 7a.l: Roseman 1994, frag. 5)

SANV yev v BpetTavikny v euPatov émeABelv paokovTos, Thv
B¢ TEPIUETPOV TTAEIOVLOV 1) TETTAPCOV HUPL&Bdwv &TToddvTos Tis
vrjcov.

After asserting that he traveled the whole of Britain which was access-
ible, Pytheas reported that the coast-line of the island is more than forty

thousand stades1!,

These two passages relating to the geography of Britain are not particularly
accurate from a modern point of view, but Pytheas can be forgiven his errors
considering that classical geographers several centuries later were making mistakes
on an even larger scale. such as Strabo’s placement of Ireland to the north of
Britain!!'?. The length of Britain is approximately 1000 km from north to south.

g Pt 3
less than one third the distance given by Pytheas. Kent is about 32 km across the
g Y
English Channel from Calais, and is several days’sail from Celtica if one starts from
a more distant part of Gaul. The actual circumference of Britain is only halt the
7400 km which Strabo reports from Py theas!!3,

More important that geographical inaccuracies is the use of the term BpeT-

Tavikn] for the island of Britain by Strabo. who is presumably echoing Pytheas.

108. 20.000 stades equal dppmxmmt( ly 3700 km.

109. Kantion is modern Kent in southeast Britain.

110. Celtica is an alternate name for Gaul. The actual distance from Dover to Calais
in France is approximately 32 km. Strabo (1.4.3) rightly says that Kent is visible from the
Gaulish coast.

111. 40.000 stadia equal approximately 7400 km.

112. Geography 2.1.13. etc.

3. Diodorus Siculus (5.21.3) adds 2500 stadia or approximately 456 km to Strabo’s
ﬁgure of 40,000.
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The earlier name for the island of Britain was Albion, as found in Avienus, which
Pliny says was the original name of Britain!14,

Strabo Geography 2.5.8
(Mette 1952, frag. 6¢; Roseman 1994, frag. 6)

‘o pev ouv MaococaAwotns TTuBéas Ta Tept OovAnv ThHv
BopeioTadtnv TéV BpeTTavidwv UoTata Aédyel, Tap’ ois 6 auTtds
EOTI TG APKTIKEG O Bep1vdg TPoTkds KUKAOS:

Pytheas of Massalia says that Thule, the northernmost of the Britannic
[sles, is most distant, and that there the Arctic Circle coincides with the

sumimer tloplcll"

The location of Thule has been a heated controversy since Virgil referred to
the mysterious island as ultima Thule, the land at the edge of the world!16. A full
discussion of the topic and survey of the literature is beyond the scope of this study,
but since Pytheas regarded it as the northernmost of the British Isles and therefore
conceivably inhabited by Celtic tribes, a brief examination is in order. Thule has
been identified variously with the island groups of the Orkneys, Shetlands, and
Faroes, as well as lceland and Scandinavia. Pytheas says Thule is six days™ sail
from Britain'!”, which would be too great a distance for the Orkneys or Shetlands,
although Ptolemy seems to identify the Shetlands as Thulel!®. Other classical
authors identity Thule with Scandinavial'®, while some modern scholars prefer
Iceland. which also touches the Arctic Circle!2Y. If Thule was the Orkneys or even
possibly the Shetlands. it may have been inhabited by a Celtic-speaking people,
but if Thule was farther north, it is unlikely that its inhabitants were Celts.

Ptolemy 1
Ptolemy (c. 367/6-283 BC), son of Lagus of Macedonia, was a life-long com-

panion and a leading general of Alexander the Great. He was exiled along with
Alexander by Philip of Macedon, but returned with Alexander after Philip’s death

1 14. Naturalis Historia 4.102. See Avienus above, Koch 1991, Rivet and Smith 1979.
280-82.

115. Me dning that in Thule the summer solstice (Tpo1Tu<c'>g) is the same as the Arctic
Circle. This ts another way of saying that Thule is on the Arctic Circle (66.6%), the lowest
latitude where on June 21st the sun does not set.

116. Georgics1.30.

117. s.v. Strabo Geography 1.4.2.

118. (,Pogr(tphy 2.2. If the Orkneys derive their name from Indo-European *pork-
‘young pig’, the loss of the initial p- in Celtic would argue for Celtic inhabitants of these
northern islands just south of the Shetlands.

119, Pliny Naturalis Historia 4.96: Procopius De Bello Gothico 2.15.

120. Hawkes 1975. Roman coins have been found in Iceland which. if genuine de-
posits. argue for at least intermittent visits to the island in classical times (Shetelig 1949).
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in 336 BC to serve Alexander until his death thirteen years later. After Alexander
died, Ptolemy took over the Egyptian part of his empire and founded the Ptolemaie
royal line which continued until the death of ('Iv()palru Alter he became king of
Egypt.- Ptolemy wrote a history of Alexander’s life using Alexander’s official jour-
nal, but also drawing on his own years of close association. His history survives
only in lragments, pnmanlw from Arrian’s Anabasis (second century AD), but also

from qunldtmlh in Strabo and other authors!?!,

Strabo Geography 7.3.8
(FGril 2B, #138. frag. 2)

pnot 8t TTTtoAepaios © Adyou kaTa TauTnv THV oTpaTeiav
oupiEal TG "AAeE&udpe KeATous Tous ept TOV "Adpiav giAias
kat Egviag xapiv. dBeEauevov ¢ auTous PrAoppdvas Tov Baciiéa
¢gpéobal Tapa méTov, Ti p&AloTa Ein O oPoivTo. vouifovTa
auToV EPEV avuTous & drmokpivacBal, 4TI oUdéva, ANV ei &pa
uf © oUupavds aUTOIS ETMTMECOL, PIAIaY YE UV avdpds ToloUTou
Tept TavTos TiBecban.

Ptolemy. the son ol Lagus. says that during this campaign some Celts
living near the Adriatic arrived seeking good will and friendship. Al-
exander received them warmly and while they were sharing a drink
asked them what they feared the most, thinking they would say him.
They answered that they feared nothing except lhat the sky might fall
down on them, but that lhvy honored th(- friendship of a man hk(‘ him
more than anything.

The one certain passage on the Celts from Ptolemy comes from Alexander’s
early campaign in Thrace against the llyrians in 335 BC, a year after his father’s

121. Arrian (Anabasis 1.4) repeats the story of the Celtic embassy, with additional
details sue ‘h as the Celts'great height. pledges made between them and Alexander. and
Alexander's final comment that the Celts were aAaldvTes ‘braggarts. Jacoby does not
accept Arrian’s version for primary listing in the FGrHf corpus of Ptolemy. but it is also
Eossﬂ)le that Strabo is not completely faithful in his rendition of l’lolomy history (see

osworth 1980. 64-5). Arrian also reports a visit by various embassies from foreign states
to Alexander in Babylon (Anabasis 7.15.4). but this passage is not generally accepted as

genuine (Tarn 1948, '374-78):

KatiévTi 8¢ auTtd eig BaBU}\cbva APucov Te TpecPeican évs‘r(zyxavov ETTAIVOUVTCLOV
TE Kai oqu>avouvrcov £l TT] Bacl)\sla ™ms 'Acias. kal €€ 'Italias BpétTiol Te
kKal Agukavol kai Tuppnvon g Tols auTols ETTpeécPBevov: kal Kapanovloug TOTE
mpecPeloal Aeye*ral Kal &1ro AiBioTreov Tpeoeis EABelV kai ZkuBcov TV £k Tis
Eupcomns, kal KeAToUs kai "IBnpas umép @iAias dsnoouévous:

When Alexander entered Babylon. ambassadors from the Libyans met him praising his
greatness and crowning him with wreaths for conquering the whole kingdom of Asia.
And from ltaly, vml)assws from the Bretti. Leucani, and Ftruscans also came for the
same purpose. It is also said that embassies arrived at that time from the Carthaginians,
Ethiopians. and from Furope the Seythians. Celts., and Iberians. all desiring his frie ndshlp
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death. 'This campaign was necessary to secure Macedonia’s northern borders
before he began his conquest of the Persian Empire the next year. That Celts
were in the general region of Alexander’s campaign is no surprise as several years
earlier Pseudo-Scylax reported their presence at the mouth of the Adriatic and
Theopompus records Celtic expansion into lllyr'ia122.

The statement of the Celts that they fear nothing except the sky falling down
on them seems at first to be vainglorious boasting, but it bears a remarkable
resemblance to an oath given by the warriors of the Irish king Conchobar belore
the final battle of the Tdain Bo Cl](tilngelz‘r’:

‘Gébma-ne iarom i mbale i tam’, ar na héca, ‘acht mani maidi in talam
Jound né an nem anias foraind, nicon memsam-ne de sund’

‘We shall hold the spot where we now stand’, said the warriors. “but
unless the ground quakes beneath us or the heavens fall down on us,
we shall not flee from here’,

There is nothing to suggest that the Celts who visited Alexander swore any oath. but
their answer may be part of a common cultural tradition or even a specific formula
which also survived in Irish epic.

S()pater

Sopater of Paphos (fl. late fourth century BC) was a writer of comic poetry
whose work survives only in fragments. Ilis longest surviving passage is from a
parody called The Galatae.

Athenacus ])()i/)nosop/risl(w 15.160¢

(CGF 193. frag. 6)

Tap’ ois #6os toTiv, ik’ &v TrpoTépnud Tt

€V TOls TToAEuols AaPBwot, BUsv Tots Beoils

TOUS aixpaAcdTous: {Tous? [ aAdTas HHoUUevos
KAy KaTakaUoew nuE&unv tols dainoot
DIAAEKTIKOUS TPELS TAIV TTAPEYYEYPAUUEVOV.

Among them is the custom. whenever they win

a victory in battle. to sacrifice their prisoners

to the gods. So 1L imitating the Celts. have vowed
to the divine powers to burn as a oflering

three ol those false dialecticians.,

122, Pseudo-Scylax Periplus 19 and Theopompus s.v.  Athenaeus Deipnosophistae
10.443h-¢, above.
123. O'Rahilly 1970, 121, 234, See also Jackzon 1964, 13: Bosworth 1980, 65.
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Although the passage is a comical tirade against counterfeit philosophers. there
is no reason o assume that this first reference to human sacrifice among the Celts
is imaginary. as it appears in later classical authors as well. Diodorus Siculus and
Strabo describe a divination rite of the druids wherein they stab a vietim in the back
and watch his death convulsions to foretell the future!, In the same passages.
they deseribe the Gaulish practice of impaling evildoers after a five-year captivity,
th(‘;l burning them alterwards on enormous pyres along with first-fruits. Strabo
and Cacsar further say that the Gauls build large statues out of straw and wood.
ill them with animals and humans. then burn the structure as an ()Il'm'ingu"". The
importance of this passage lies partially in the Tact that Sopater could use this ref-
erence in his work and expect his Greek readers to aceept his claim of human sac-
rifice among the Celts. s passing allusion shows that reports of such immolations
were common knowledge among Greeks of the late fourth century BC.

\lter the fourth century. the number of ancient writers on the Celts grew enor-
mously as the Gauls sac ked De Aphiin 278 BC and subsequently invaded dnd settled
in Hellenistic Asia Minor. Roman contact and confrontation with the Gauls of west-
ern Burope from the second century BC also marks the beginning of Latin and as
well as further Greek history and ethnography on the Celts lasting until the end
of the western Empire. | ()I\l)lllb. Posidonius. Cacsar. Cicero, Livy. Tacitus. Auso-
nius. and many others have left us essential and wondertully detailed documents
for understanding the culture of the ancient Celts which may make the pre-300
BC sources look fragmentary and paltry by comparison. Still. the carliest writers
on the Celts from Heecatacus to Sopater. whether listing obscure towns in Gaul. de-
<cribing martial bravery, or mentioning human sacrifice in an off-hand remark. do
provide a unique and fundamental source of information on the early Celts.

Philip M. FreEevan
Departemnent of Classies
Washington University
St Louis. Missouri 63130
FTATS-UNIS

Diodorus Siculus 5.3 1.3: Strabo Geography -4.1.5

Strabo Geography 1.1.5: (.(n sar Bellum (,(llh(um 6.10. Cacsar reports that those
Gauls who were seriously ill or facing battle offered or vowed a human sacrifice. This was
done on the prineipal that a life must be given to the gods in order to save the suppliant’s

lile.

121
125.
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